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NEYZEN NiYAZi SAYIN
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1927 senesinde Istanbul Uskiidarda, “agik Tirbe” He was born in 1927, in Uskiidar, Istanbul, in an old
denilen Dogancilar semtindeki ahsap eski bir Turk evinde frame house in Dogancilar neighborhood which was called
dinyaya geldi. Burada bir middet oturduktan sonra, ‘open Mausoleum” then. After living here for a while, they
Dogancilar'daki simdi artik pek bulunamayan ahsap iki katl moved to their own duplex frame house, rarely seen

kendi evlerine tasindilar. nowadays, in Dogancilar.
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‘.Mesut Eemil. Ciineyt Clrhnn,
Sadettin Heper, Aka Giindiiz,
Niyazi Sayin, Ulvi Erguner

bir radyo kaydi provasinda

Babasi Rumeli dedigimiz Resne, annesi de yine His father was born in Resen in Rumelia and his
ayni beldeden Manastirda diinyaya gelmislerdir. Agabeyi mother was born in Bitola. His brother and sister were born

ve ablasi ise, Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN gibi istanbul'da in Istanbul like Neyzen Niyazi Sayin was.
diinyaya geldiler.

ilk ve ortaokullari, Uskiidar Pasakaprda, ) He went to primary and secondary school in
Haydarpasa ve Beyoglu’'nda okudu. Uskldar, Pasakapi and attended high school in
Haydarpaga and Beyoglu.
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ikinci Cihan Harbi ve yoksulluklarin énde oldudu bir
devirde tahsilini tamamlamak nasip olmadi.

Due to the onset of Second World War and
prevailing poverty in the country, he was not able to
complete his education.
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Askerligini egitim alayinda yaptigi devirde, istanbul
Belediyesi Konservatuari’'na devam etti.

Okul siralarinda dallarinda

muvaffakiyetleri vardir.

cesitli spor

Yiicel Miizik

During the time he did his military service at training
regiment, he also
Conservatory.

attended Istanbul  Municipality

During the school years, he also won several
awards in various sports field.
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yin, Aka Gindiz Kutbay, Necdet Yagar, Goksu Deresi‘nde.

Babasi, aileden gelen muzik terbiyesiyle, Neyzen
Niyazi SAYIN'I gen¢ yasinda mizige yonlendirmistir. Okul
siralarinda, agiz mizikasi ve armonika c¢almasi, bati
muzigine olan duskunligu ve ayni zamanda manevi inanci
miinasebetiyle, cami masikisini dgrenmek icin, gencligine
ragmen bu yoldaki mesaisi fazladir.

His father, also interested in and studied music as
an innate family trait, was an influence on Neyzen Niyazi
SAYIN musically in his early years. During school years, he
played harmonica and accordion. He had a special interest
in Western Music and in order to learn to practice Mosque
Music as a result of his religious beliefs, SAYIN continued
his musical studies intensively despite his young age.
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Ozellikle Haydar Pasa Lisesi'nde okudugu yillarda
¢ok iyi agiz armonikasi c¢almaktadir. Esasen en basarili
oldugu dersler arasinda edebiyat, mizik ve spor basi
¢ekmektedir. Daha o yillarda guzel sanatlardaki kabiliyeti,
kendini derslerinde belli etmistir. Hatta bir dénem
Fenerbahge genc¢ takim se¢melerini en 6n sirada kazanmis
ve bir sure bu takimda futbol oynamisgtir.

During the years he went to Haydar Pasa High
School, he used to play harmonica skillfully. Among the
lessons he was exceptionally good at were literature, music
and sports. His aptitude for fine arts demonstrated itself in
his school lessons during those years. SAYIN was the first
to be picked in the youth team selections for Fenerbahge
and played for the team for a while.
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Plastik sanatlara da cok buylk ilgisi ve yetenegi
bulunan Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN’In kugukligunden beri en
biyuk zevklerinden biri de, mahalleden bazi arkadaslariyla
oyarak klglk heykelcikler

birlikte resim ve agagclarn
yapmaktir.

Ever since he was a child, one of the biggest
pleasures of Niyazi SAYIN, who is deeply interested in and
has an aptitude for plastic arts, had been to paint and carve
figures from the tree trunks together with his friends.
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Babasinin istanbul kiiltir(i icindeki yasayisi ve
bilhassa Tanburi CEMIL BEY’e olan sevgisi neticesi olacak
ki; evlerinde bazi zamanlar, evlatlarini borulu gramofonun
etrafina toplar, gocuklarindan birisi plagi yerine koyar, digeri
gramofon zemberek kolunu kurar, Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN'a
da ignesinin takilmasi kalirdi. Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN'In bu
glinlere gelmis olmasini saglayan guzelliklerin basinda
gramofondan dinledigi Tanburi CEMIL BEY’in taksimleri cok
onemli bir yer tutar. O glnin atmosferi iginde gerek
evlerden, gerekse camilerden ve bilhassa minarelerden
gelen sedalar da, kendilerini bu glnlere getiren guzellikler
arasindadir.

As a result of his father’s lifestyle within Istanbul
culture and his special love for Tanbur player Cemil Bey,
sometimes he would gather his children all together around
the gramophone and one of the children would put on the
record while the other one would wind the handle of the
gramophone, the last thing to be done was to place the
needle at the first groove by Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN. The
improvisations of Tanbur player Cemil Bey played from the
gramophone that he listened to have a significant place in
his music career. Among the other things that have an
influence on his musical direction have been the hymns
heard from minarets and mosques as well as the music
played at homes.
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1947 yilinda, semtlerinin camiinde, bir ikindi ezani
Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN’1, kimin okudugunu &6grenmek igin
cami kapisina g6tirdi. Oradan c¢ikanlar igerisinde
mahallenin  blyiklerinden Mustafa DUZGUNMAN ile
karsilasti. Ezanin kimin tarafindan okundugunu sordu, bu
durum Mustafa DUZGUNMAN’In ¢ok hosuna gitti. Cevap
olarak; kendisinin okudugunu sdyledi ve ilaveten; “Eger
istersen gel bizim evde dini eser megk ediyoruz” dedi.
Bilahare oraya devam etmeye basladi ve hocasinin en
caligkan talebelerinden oldu. O kapi Neyzen Niyazi
SAYIN’a msiki aleminin agilmis oldugu ilk ciddi kapidir.

In 1947, he heard a call to afternoon prayer from
the mosque in his neighborhood and this led him to find the
person who made the call to prayer. He went to the mosque
and while standing in front of its door he met one of the
elders in the neighborhood, Mustafa DUZGUNMAN, among
people coming out of the mosque. He asked about the
person who made the call and this question pleased
Mustafa DUZGUNMAN greatly. In reply to his question,
DUZGUNMAN said he had recited Azan and added ‘We
practice religious music at my home. If you like, you can
come too”. Then he began to attend the gatherings and
became one of the most diligent students of DUZGUNMAN.
That door of the mosque was the first serious gateway to
the music world for Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN.
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Nivazi Sayin— Sdleyman E

Dini ve tasavvufi eserleri gegerken, bu eserlerde
ifadesini bulan duyus ve duslnls tarzi ilgisini ¢ekmeye
baglamig, guftelerin anlamini ¢ézmeye calisirken kendini
tasavvufun iginde buluvermigtir.
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When practicing the religious and sufi musical
pieces, he began to be interested in the philosophy and way
of perception expressed in these works and became deeply
immersed in Sufism while trying to interpret the meaning of
the lyrics.
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Daima kendisinin velinimeti olarak gordiigi rahmetli
hocasi; Mustafa DUZGUNMAN, Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN’a
istidadinin dogrultusunda ¢ok yardim etmis ve mensup
oldugu diger sanatlarda da o6nder olmustur. Aralarindaki
yakinlik ve bilhassa, meslegi olan aktarlik sebebi ile o
manevi insanlarin bulustugu aktar dikkanindaki guzel
sohbetlerden aldi§i feyizlerde, hocasinin tesirinin ¢ok
o6nemli oldugunu sdéylemeyi bir bor¢ bilmigtir.

His past teacher Mustafa DUZGUNMAN, the man
he always thought to be his benefactor, helped him a lot to
improve his talent and also introduced him to other art
forms he was interested in as well. SAYIN says that the
influence of his teacher has been major on him due to their
close relationship and his teacher’s job as herbalist since he
greatly benefited from the conversations of his teacher’s
spiritual friends visiting his shop.
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Her nedense ney sazina olan sevgisinin nereden
geldigini hala bilememektedir. Bir ney almak ve 6grenmek
istiyordu. Uskiidar'in kiymetli ailelerinden olan ve Uskiidar
Masiki Cemiyeti neyzenlerinden Emin BEY’den birlikte bir
ney almalari i¢in rica eder. Beraberce Beyazit Cadircilar'da
Osman DEDE'’ye giderler, on lira mukabilinde bir sipirde
ney alirlar. Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN, o glnun tarihini,
hayatinin en &nemli gunlerinden biri oldugu igin hi¢
unutmamistir: 4 Mart 1948.

20.04.1984

He still does not know the reason why he is
interested in Ney that much. He always wanted to obtain a
Ney and learn to play it. One day he requested Emin Bey,
from a respectable family in Uskldar province and neyzen
at Uskldar Turkish Music Society, to accompany him for
purchasing a Ney. They went to the shop of Osman Dede in
Beyazit, Cadircilar and bought a Ney for ten liras. Neyzen
Niyazi SAYIN always remembers this date “March 4", 1948”
as one of the most important days of his life.
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ilk olarak Yenikapi Mevlevihanesi seyhi Abdiilbaki
DEDE’nin oglu Neyzen Gavsi BAYKARA’dan iki ders aldi.
Bu glnler icersinde hayatinin unutamayacagi
blyUklerinden, Hezar-fen (bin fen sahibi) Hattat Necmeddin
OKYAY, Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN'I alir, Resim Heykel Mlzesi
mudird ve Guzel Sanatlar Akademisi resim hocalarindan
Neyzen Halil DIKMEN'e géturir. Kendileri Neyzen Emin
Dede’nin talebesi, Turkiye’nin en buylk neyzenidirler, ancak
Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN bundan habersizdir.

-

Ni DR 2 remsHalil dikmen

Necmeddin Hoca kendisini Halil DIKMEN’e teslim
eder. Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN artik ayni zamanda Gilzel
Sanatlar Akademisinin en blylk hocalarindan birinin de
talebesidir. ik dersin tarihi 21 Ocak 1949'dur. Her
Persembe guni on bes yil hocasindan ney ve ahlédk dersi
alir. “Bir daha bdyle bir hocanin bulunacadini tahmin
etmiyorum”, seklindeki ifadesi de Neyzen Halil DIKMEN’in
blyukligunu agikca ortaya koymaktadir.

Yiicel Miizik

Afterwards he took two Ney lessons from Neyzen
Gavsi BAYKARA, the son of Abdulbaki Dede who was the
sheikh of Yenikapi Mevlevi Lodge. During this time,
Calligrapher and Hezar-fen (meaning a thousand sciences)
Necmeddin OKYAY, one of the greatest people in his life,
took him to Neyzen Halil DIKMEN, the director of the
Museum of Painting and Sculpture and painting teacher at
Fine Arts Academy. DIKMEN was a student of the great
master Neyzen Emin Dede and the best neyzen of Turkey.
Yet, in those days, SAYIN was not aware of that.
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Necmeddin OKYAY left him in the hands of Halil
DIKMEN. Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN then became a student of
one of the most significant teachers at Fine Arts Academy.
The date of the first lesson was January 21, 1949. Every
Thursday he took ney and moral lessons from his teacher
for fifteen years. The sentence “I do not think | can ever find
such a great teacher like him” uttered by Niyazi SAYIN
proves the glory and significance of Neyzen Halil DIKMEN.
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“Bir gin hocamdan ders almak icin miizeye
geliyordum. Bahgede, hocadan ders alan akademi
talebelerinden Cemal’e rastladim. Hatirini sordum, bana
soyle dedi: “Niyazi; ben artik hocadan ders almayacagim.
Cunkd onun yaptiklarini neyde yapmaya imkan yok. Ama
sunu bil ki yine Hoca’ya gelecegim. Ney dersi almak igin
degil, ahlak dersi almak i¢in.” seklindeki ifadesi hig akhmdan
¢tkmaz". Bu ifadesi de Neyzen Halil DIKMEN'in kiymetini
acikca ortaya koyar.

MehmeHEMImBitmezi==INiyaz

“One day | was going to the museum to practice
ney with Halil DIKMEN. In the garden, | met Cemal, a
student in the Academy and also taking Ney lessons from
the teacher. | asked how he was doing and he said to me
that ‘I am not going to take ney lessons from the teacher
any more as it is impossible for me to play the Ney like him.
Yet | will attend the classes. Even though | do not practice
Ney with him, | will continue the lessons in order to learn
moral lessons’ | always remember these words”. This has
also shown the uniqueness of Halil DIKMEN.

iSayin— Ome, gjm@g‘ju]nn e ililasan ESen;
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Kiymetli Hocasi  Mustafa

DUZGUNMAN'dan

ilahilerin yani sira, ebru, ciltgilik ve fotograf¢ihgi 6grendigi

gibi, tespih koleksiyonu yapmayi ve tespihin her tirld
degerini de yine ondan &6grendi. Bildhare tespihe olan
meraki mulnasebetiyle altt ay kadar bir muddet
Edirnekapr’da Galip Usta’dan tespih yapmasini 6grendi.

He learnt from his precious teacher Mustafa
DUZGUNMAN marbling art, book binding and photography
as well as hymns. He also began to collect rosaries and
learn the value attached to them by means of his teacher.

Then due to his interest in rosary art, he took lessons on
rosary making from Galip Usta in Edirnekapi, Istanbul for
six months.
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Neye olan sonsuz 6grenme arzusu yaninda Hocasi
Neyzen Halil DIKMEN’den resim dersi almaya basladi. Bu
glnler icersinde yine Hoca’sinin arzusu ile ki daha evvel de

Apart from his passion for learning Ney, he also
bahsedildigi gibi konservatuara devam ettigi sGylenebilir.

began to take painting lessons from Halil DIKMEN. During

this time, as mentioned before he also attended the
Conservatory upon his teacher’s request.
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1950 senelerinde Uskidar Masiki Cemiyeti ve
Neyzen Sileyman ERGUNER (Dede  Suleyman
ERGUNER) ile istanbul Radyosu'nda saz eserleri icra
ediyorlardi. Yapmis oldugu sololarin bir neticesi olarak Dr.
Nevzat ATLIG Bey'in arzulari ile Istanbul Radyosu Miizik
Yayinlar’nda vazife aldi. O devrin kiymetli hocalarinin
bulundugu vyillarda ve devaminda radyo muhitinden ¢ok
feyiz almis oldugu soylenebilir. 1954 yilindan 1956 yilina
kadar bu vazifede bulundu. Ayni zamanda radyo muzik
nesriyatina da istirak ediyordu.
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1956 yilindan 1969 yilina kadar Mdunir Nureddin
SELCUK'un arzusu ile Istanbul Belediyesi Konservatuari
icra heyetinde vazife aldi. Bildhare, bu vazifeden sonra o
devirde yeni kurulan Istanbul Teknik Universitesi Tirk
Masikisi Devlet Konservatuarrnda Ogretim Goérevlisi ve
Nefesli Sazlar Ana Bilim Dali Baskani olarak vazife aldi.
Halihazirda bu vazifesi devam etmektedir. 1980 vyilinda
Amerika'’nin Seattle Universitesi'nde bir yil kadar bir
devrede arkadagi Tanbilri Necdet YASAR ile Turk Masikisi
egitimi yapmis bulunmaktadirlar. Ayni zamanda ingiltere,
Almanya, Fransa gibi memleketlerde de cesitli zamanlarda
konserler vererek misikimizin ciddi ve asil olan guzelliklerini
tanitma saadetine kavustular.

During the 1950’s, he practiced music together with
Uskiidar Turkish Music Society and Neyzen Sileyman
ERGUNER (Dede Silleyman ERGUNER)at Istanbul Radio.
As a result of his solo performances and upon Dr. Nevzat
ATLIG Bey’s request, he served for Istanbul Radio Music
Broadcast. During those years and onwards, he benefited
greatly from the experience of precious musicians and
teachers in radio. From 1954 to 1956, he remained in this
position. At the same time, he took part in music broadcasts
of the radio.

e/
1) — Ake Eineliz [Muisey — Eligin — Andac Arbas — Fikret Bertug

From 1956 to 1969, at the instance of Mdunir
Nureddin SELCUK, he performed in Istanbul Municipality
Conservatory Executive Committee. Then, he served for
Istanbul Technical University State Conservatory of Turkish
Music, a newly-founded conservatory during those years,
as an Academic and head of Wind Instrument Department.
He is still continuing to work here. In 1980, he taught
Turkish Music together with his friend Tanbur player Necdet
YASAR at Seattle University in USA for a year. He also
gave concerts in England, Germany and France at different
times and had the chance to introduce the true and natural
beauty of Turkish Music to a large audience.
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Amerika’da bulundugu zaman icersinde Seattle
Public'te iki de ebru sergisi agmistir.

\ .

Yiicel Miizik

During the time he was in USA, he also held two
exhibitions of marbling at Seattle Public.

i H‘é'l‘i-l Can — Selami Beri@lg ~@Niyazi Sayin —Ulvu Erguner — Aka Giind

Gergek bir sanatgi olan Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN
ebrudan fotografa, tespihgilikten sedef kakmaciligina,
elektronikten tornaciiga, balikgiliktan gllctlige, agdag
islerinden kusculuga kadar yogun bir ilgi yelpazesi iginde
yogrulmus, glinimizin ender sahsiyetlerinden biridir. Bu
bakimdan evini gergek bir sanat atdlyesi olarak
kullanmaktadir. Her biri tek basina bir insan 6mrini
doldurmaya yetecek olan o kadar sanat ve zanaatta Ustad
olan Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN, sanatta bir yere gelebilmek igin
batin yan sanatlarla ilgilenmeyi sart olarak gdrmektedir.
Ama her seyden evvel ahlak; Cok sevdigi Mesut Cemil
BEY'in Tanburi Cemil BEY hakkindaki "Babamin ahlaki
sanatindan Ustindir.” S6zinu hatirlatarak sanatta gayenin
cemiyete ahlakl insanlar yetistirmek oldugunu her firsatta
ifade eden Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN’a gore; Ustlin ahlaka sahip
olmayanlar, sanatta basarili olamazlar.

Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN, a true artist, who has many
areas of interest including marbling, photography, rosary
making, mother of pearl inlay art, electronics, turnery,
fishing, rose cultivation, woodworking and falconry, is a
great and major figure of our times. In this sense, he uses
his own house as an art workshop. Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN,
who is a master at various forms of art and craft, each one
of them is enough to fill a lifetime, thinks that it is a must to
take an interest in all forms of art so as to achieve a certain
level of proficiency in art. Yet according to SAYIN, the most
significant thing for a person is to be virtuous. He always
states that the aim of art should be to raise virtuous people
for society and reminds the words of Mustafa Cemil Bey,
whom he esteems very highly, about his father Tanburi
Cemil Bey ‘Virtue of my father is superior to his art’.
According to SAYIN, people who are not virtuous and
morally corrupt cannot succeed in art.
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Sirasi ile; Mustafa DUZGUNMAN, Seyh Hayrullah
EFENDI, Mzikali Muhiddin EFENDI, Zekai DEDE’nin
talebesi Kadirgali Hiiseyin Fahrettin EFENDI, Hafiz Ali
EFENDI, Kadikdylii Vahit BEY, Emin ONGAN, Sefik
GURMERIC ve bilhassa Mesut Cemil BEY gibi hocalardan
feyiz almis oldugu sdylenebilir.

Neyzen Halil DIKMEN hocasinin basta ney olmak
Uzere her hal ile kendisine olan yardimlarini higbir zaman
unutamamaktadir. Bir kdkli ekol olan ney tavrinin, kendileri
son mumessilleridir.

Throughout his music career, Niyazi SAYIN
benefited from the experience of his precious teachers such
as Mustafa DUZGUNMAN, Sheikh Hayrullah EFFENDI,
Mizikali Muhiddin EFFENDI, Zekadi DEDE’s student

Kadirgali Hiseyin Fahrettin EFFENDI, Hafiz_.AIi EFF_ENDi,
Kadikdylu Vahit BEY, Emin ONGAN, Sefik GURMERIC and
especially Mesut Cemil BEY.

SAYIN is deeply indebted to his teacher Neyzen
Halil DIKMEN for his contributions to his ney playing and
also for being a source of inspiration to the artist. DIKMEN
is the last representative of his manner and style in ney
which is a longstanding cult on its own.
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Tanburi Cemil USTAD’a olan sevgisi ve onun elinde
olan plaklarindan ve oglu Mesut Cemil BEY’in gdstermis
oldugu yoldan bilhassa istifade etmis oldugunu sdylemeyi
her zaman bir borg¢ bilmistir. Neyinde gerek hocasi Neyzen
Halil DIKMEN’in ve gerekse Tanburi Cemil BEY’in yollarini
ve sanat anlayiglarini birlestirmek yegane arzusu idi. “Elli Gg¢
yilhk sanat hayatim i¢inde her ikisinin tevhidi ile ortaya bir
seyler koymus isem, kendimi bahtiyar addederim.”
seklindeki ifadesiyle sevgi ve saygisini dile getirmektedir.

Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN’In ney icrasinda yeni kaliplar
ve pozisyonlarla bir ddnim noktasi teskil ettigi, bu manada
gelenegdi kendi icinde yeniledigi ortak kanaattir. Neyde, bir
“Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN o6ncesi” ve “Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN
sonrasi”’ndan s6z etmek gerekir. Bazi pozisyonlarin ve
baski sekillerinin eksikligi dolayisiyla eskiden
Kurdilihicazkar, Sedd-i-araban, Nihavend gibi makamlarla
taksim bile yapilamazken, bugin c¢odu Niyazi Bey'in
talebesi olan gen¢ neyzenler onun agtiyi yolda mucizevi
basarilar géstermektedirler.

SAYIN has great respect and love for Tanburi Cemil
Bey and he is grateful to him for his records and to his son
Mesut Cemil Bey for the guidance he received from during
his music career and helped him enormously. His only
desire has been to combine the styles and sense of art of
his esteemed teachers Neyzen Halil DIKMEN and Tanburi
Cemil Bey in his own style in Ney. SAYIN mentions his love
and respect for them saying ‘I will feel extraordinarily happy
if | have been able to produce any work of art combining the
two of them during my fifty-three year music career’.

!
i

indinz Kutbay Dogan Ergin

That the contributions of Niyazi SAYIN by
introducing new styles and manners in ney playing has
represented a turning point and in this sense restored the
tradition of ney playing is a common view shared by many.
It is possible to divide the tradition of ney playing into two as
“Before and After Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN”. Once it wasn'’t
possible to perform improvisations in magams such as
Kurdilihicazkar, Sedd-i-araban and Nihdvend due to the
lack of some holding positions and fingerings, now young
neyzens, most of whom are the students of Niyazi SAYIN,
have attained impressive results through his guidance.
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Perdeleri blylk bir titizlikle kullanmasi, nefes
hakimiyeti ve benzersiz legatosuyla, masiki tarihinde segkin
bir yer edinen Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN; Ney acarken 26’l
birim sistemine ilaveten kullandigi kaydirma sistemi ile de
gelecek kugaklara 6rnek bir liderlik ve ekol sergilemektedir.

Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN ekold...

Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN, who occupies a prominent
place in music history as a result of his meticulous attention
to pitches, his mastery of breathing and unequalled legato,
serves as a model becoming a cult figure for the next
generations as he uses a special sliding system in addition
to 26 units system in making ney.

Cult of Neyzen Niyazi SAYIN...

"..'hﬁ.ﬁh‘bﬂﬁsl-.-
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Nivazi Sayin — Nafiz Uncu
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